The comcall Hiftorte of 0 

to offices of fender curtcfic : 

We ali expert a gentle aunfwere Ievvc 3 
ltwe. I haue pofieft your grace ofwhat I purpofi?, 
and by our holy Sabaoth haue I fwornc 
to haue the due and forfet of my bond, 
if you deny it, let the danger light 
vpon your charter and your Cutties freedoms ? 

X ouic asks me why I rather choofe to haue 
a weight of carrion flefh, then to rCceauc 
three thoufand ducats : He not aunfwer that ? 

But fay it is my humour, is it aunfwerd > 

W hat if my houfe be troubled with a Rat, 
and 1 be plcafd to giueten thou/and ducats 
to haue it baind ? what, are you aunf werd vet J 
Some men there are louc not a gaping pigge ? 

Some that arc mad if they behold a Cat 3 
And others when the bagpipe fings ith nofe, 
cannot containc their vrine tor affe/lion. 

Makers ofpa/hou fwayes it to themoode 
ot what it likes or loathes, now for your aunfwer s 
As there is no limit reafon to be/endred 
vvliy he cannot abide a gaping pigge i 
why he a harmelcffi? ncccffarie Cat 3 
why he a woollen bagpipe : but of force 
mud yeeld to fuch in cuitab'c* fhamc, 
as to offend himfeife being cfTendcd s ■ 

So can I glue no reafon. nor 1 will not, 
more then a lodge! hate, and a certaine loathino 
I beare s^fythmo, that / follow thus 9 ■ 

a Mm ? arc you aunfwercd 3 

™ a 3' f n *s is no aunfwer thou vnfeeling man, 
to excufe the currant of thy cruelty } 

; l ani nof k°und ^plcafe dree with my anfwers? 
r' tf C 0160 ffi* things they doc not loue 3 

v* any m f n tl>c tking he would not kill 3 
"4* c uery offence i? not a hate at firft ? 

hm ' whaf wouldii thou Iiauc a ferpent fling thee twice ? 


the Merchant of Venice, 
tsitith. 1 pray* you think you queflion with the /ewe, 
you may as well goe ftand vpon the Beach 
and bid the maine flood bate his vfuall height, 
you may as well vie queflion with the Woolfe 
why he hath made the Ewe bleake for the Lambc •” 

You may as well forbid the mountainc of Pines 
to wag their high tops, and to make no noife 
when they arc fretren with the gufts of heauent 
You may as well doe any thing moft hard 
as fecke to /often that then which what’s harder : 
his /ewith hart 3 therefore / doe befeechyou 
make no moc offers, vfe ;io farther meancs, 
but with all briefeand plaine conueniencic 
let me haue iudgement, and the /ewe his will ? • 

Bajf. For thy three thoufand ducats heereis'fixe? 

I ewe. /feuery ducat in fixe thoufand ducats 
V vere in fixe parts, and euery part a ducat, 

/would not draw them, / would haue my bond 3 
Duk. How /halt thou hope for mercy rendring none 3 
fewe. What iudgment fliall /dread doing no wron»3 
you haue among yoxT many a purchaft flaue, 
which like your Afles, and your Dogs and Mules 
you vfe in abieft and in flauilh parts, 
becaufe you bought them, fliall I fay to you, 
let them be free, marry them to your heircs ? 
why fweat they vnder burthens, let their beds 
be made as foft as yours, and let their pallats 
be feafond with fuch viands, you will aunfwer 
the flaucs are ours, fo doe I aunfwer you : 

The pound of flefh which / demaund of him 
is deerely bought, as mine and 1 will haue it ; 
ifyou deny me, fie vpon your Law,, 
there is no force in the decrees of V enice .• 

1 ftand for iudgement, aunfwer, fliall I haue it 1 
SDuke. Vpon my power /may difinifle this Court, 
vnlefle Bellario a learned Doftor, 
whom /haue lent for to determine this 


Come 




